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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARAE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 OMB-01 SCCT-01 SY-05 AID-05 DHA-02 ACDA-05 

PC-01 /077W 

113119 

PR 121715Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 558 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USCINCSO CZ 

CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 1247 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PGOV ES 

SUB J : WHAT THERE IS OF A CAMPAIGN ENDS-ON A RELATIVELY QUIET NOTE 

1 . THE SIXTY-DAY PERIOD DURING WHICH POLITICAL PARTIES 
COULD CAMPAIGN FOR THE MARCH 14 ELECTIONS ENDED AT MIDNIGHT 
ON MARCH 10. THE HOURS REMAINING BEFORE THE ACTUAL VOTE 
TAKES PLACE WOULD APPEAR TO BE "BUSINESS AS USUAL" FOR THE 
COUNTRY, NOTWITHSTANDING SOME LAST MINUTE INCIDENTS AND 
POLITICAL MANEUVERS WHICH MOMENTARILY INCREASED THE LEVEL 
OF TENSIONS, AND PROGNOSTICATIONS OF TROUBLE AHEAD. 

2. THE WEEK STARTED WITH A SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS AND ATTEMPTED 
BOMBING, MOSTLY AGAINST GOVERNMENT POLITICAL PARTY PROPERTIES, IN 
THE CAPITAL AND SCATTERED CITIES AROUND THE COUNTRY. THE 
BIGGEST WAS AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE WHICH CAUSED EXTENSIVE 
NON-STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TT THE PCN NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

IN SAN SALVADOR AT 2 A.M. MARCH 7. THE SAME NIGHT SAW 
SIMILAR ATTEMPTS ON OTHER INSTITUTIONS IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
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REGIME, INCLUDING ANOTHER THREE DEVICES PLANTED AT UCS 
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REGIONAL OFFICES (SEE SAN SALVADOR 1047). THE FOLLOWING 
EVENING, A LARGE EXPLOSION AGAIN ROCKED SAN SALVADOR. 

THIS TIME THE TARGET WAS A SMALL PRINT SHOP CONNECTED WITH 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. (WHY THIS TARGET REMAINS A MYSTERY.) 

THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY ARMY (ERP) WAS REPORTED TO HAVE 
CLAIMED CREDIT FOR THE ATTACKS ON THE GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES. 
THE EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE AND NEWS OF THE EXPLOSIONS CREATED 
ANXIETY THAT THIS WAS ONLY THE BEGINNING OF TERRORIST TACTICS 
TO DISRUPT THE ELECTIONS. SPOKESMEN FOR THE GOVERNMENT AND 
UNO. AND THE ARCHBISHOP OF SAN SALVADOR ALL DENOUNCED 
TERRORISM AS A POLITICAL WEAPON. 

3. ON MARCH 9, AS EXPECTED THE CENTRAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL 
(CCE) OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED THE UNO THAT IT COULD NOT WITHDRAW 
FROM THE ELECTION. THE CCE'S ARGUMENTS WERE LEGALISTIC AND 
SLANTED. UNO WASH LEFT WITH ONLY ONE OPTION VIS A VIS THE 
ELECTION ITSELF, TO TRY ANG ET THE MESSAGE OUT THAT ITS 
SUPPORTERS SHOULD BOYCOTT THE VOTE. FOR LEGAL REASONS, IT 
COULD ONLY ASK PEOPLE NOT RPT NOT TO VOTE FOR UNO CANDIDATES. 
THE PRINCIPAL EXPRESSION OF THIS EFFORT WAS A MASS RALLY IN 
DOWNTOWN SAN SALVADOR JUST BEFORE THE CAMPAIGN DEADLINE 
ENDED. THE IDEA WAS TO GET AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE IN 

THIS UNO STRONGHOLD TO ATTEND, AND BY NUMBERS ALONE PARALYZE 
THE CITY CENTER. WHILE THE RALLY DREW A SIZEABLE CROWD 
(POLOFF ESTIMATE OF 20-2, 000), #IT WAS SWELLED BY THE 
NORMAL RUSH HOUR CROWD AND WAS BARELY ENOUGH TO FILL THE 
PLAZA. COMMERCE IN THE SURROUNDING STREETS WAS VIRTUALLY 
UNAFFECTED. THE ORATORS, ALTHOUGH USING EXTREMELY STRONG 
LANGUAGE IN CONDEMNING THE "FASCISM" AND DICTATORSHIP" 

OF THE MOLINA REGIME, DID NOT REALLY GALVANIZE THE CROWD. 
SECURITY FORCES WERE NOT IN EVIDENCE. THE LAST SPEAKER 
FINISHED AT 9:45, AND THE CROWND, DOWN TO SOME 15,000 
SIMPLY AND QUIETLY DISPERSED THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS 
CONNECTED WITH THE RALLY, FEW BANNERS. A NUMBER OF 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WERE PRESENT DISTRIBUTING "SOLIDARITY" 
LITERATURE. THE POLOFF SENSED NO TENSION, LITTLE ANGER 
IN THE CROWD, ALTHOUGH THE MORE EFFECTIVE SPEAKERS’ REMARKS 
WERE WELL RECEIVED AND APPLAUDED. 

4. WHILE THE UNO WAS TRYING TO CONVINCE ITS FOLLOWERS IT 
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WAS OUT OF THE RACE, PRESIDENT MOLINA WAS SIMULTANEOUSLY 
SPEAKING ON TELEVISION EXHORTING THE POPULATION TO VOTE. 

HE ALSO ASSURED THE NATION THAT ITS SECURITY FORCES WOULD 
BE USED TO INSURE PEACEFUL ELECTIONS. THE TROOPS ARE ON 
"WHITE ALERT," A MORMAL GOVERNMENT PRE-ELECTION DAY 
PRECAUTION. 

5. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY VIEWED THE UNO RALLY AS A LITMUS 
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TEST OF WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS. IF THE 
OPPOSITION COALITION HAD BEEN JOINED IN THE STREETS BY 
PROTESTING STUDENTS, LEFTIST UNIONS, OR OTHER SUCH 
GROUPS, THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INCIDENT, INTENTIONAL OR 
SPONTANEOUS, OBVIOUSLY INCREASED. NO ONE, HOWEVER, 

TRIED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CROWD OR ITS RESENTEMENT. 
THE EMBASSY CANNOT DISCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY OF SOMEONE 
TRYING TO STAGE A SPECTAMULAR INCIDENT BETWEEN NOW AND 
POLLING TIME. WHILE ELECTION EVE AND THE FOLLOWING 
DAY WILL PROBABLY SEE SCATTERED VIOLENCE, PERHAPS EVEN 
MORE BOMBING, THE TEMPER OF THE COUNTRY AND OTHER 
EVIDENCE POINTS TO A RELATIVELY PEACEFUL SUNDAY. 
CAMPBELL 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED 
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